State Meeting Minutes 

We had approximately 38 attend the meeting.

President Arnold Worthington started off by welcoming everyone.

YOUTH: Youth director, John Albertson, talked about the experience of these young anglers being a part of the state. He talked about the 2012 schedule, ( you need to get from him and post it), four tournaments.  John also talked about wanting to grow the youth program to around 25 or more this year BUT needed help. He needs people to serve as boaters to help those who don’t have them so he can get more kids out on the water. 

CONSERVATION: Conservation Director, Jill Snyder spoke on the 2011 DNR projects, one being the  Hoosier Outdoor Experience and how our participation has improved the relations with the DNR.

Jill explained that building good relations helped us resolve problems in the northern part of the state just this year. Anglers were not allowed access to certain fishing waters, but with the help from our new friends with the DNR we were able to resolve that problem.

Jill also explained the need for more volunteers for this project for 2012. This event helps kids learn to fish, many for the very first time. Keep in touch with our web sight, ibfn.us for dates and times to sign up.

TREASURE: Ed Rounsaville went over the budget for 2011 and explained how we put every dollar we make back into the state to make it better.  Ed explained we spent approximately $18,000.00 on our state team last year and how we are doing the best we can with limited funds. He also explained that everyone on the board of Directors are not paid and volunteer their time. 

Ed also went over the fact that we need to grow as a organization at least another 10 or 12 clubs to be completely solvent, a goal we think will be reached this year. He also wanted to thank TRITON and MERCURY for their $5000.00 donation to our state, with out which would make it more difficult to fund our Youth program, Conservation and State Team.

PRESIDENT: Arnold Worthington had the 2012 State Team members stand and be recognized. He announced they would be representing Indiana in the Northern Divisional to be held at Savanna, ILL.  

On the Mississippi river, pool 13 & 14 Aug. 6-10  2012.

Arnold then had Matt McCoy stand and received a big round of applause and a check for a $1000.00 for advancing to the BASSMASTER CLASSIC to be held in a few weeks. We should be proud as a state to have a representative 3 out of the last 5 years attend the CLASSIC Arnold said and looking for many more.

TOP-8 tournaments were next on the list. Arnold Explained that we are a growing state and that’s a good thing, but IF we exceed 150 boat registration by March 30th dead line, ( which is the Max number of boats allowed on lake Monroe for the July state finals) We would be forced to have a North, South  zone Top-8 tournaments first, taking the finalist to the State finale tournament on Monroe. 

The zone tournaments, dates and lakes are listed on our web-sight if needed. 

DIVIDING LINE: As of now the line is from Versailles, in the S.E. to Sullivan in the S.W. that puts approximately 27 clubs in both zones if all clubs come that have committed for the 2012 fishing season.              

 The I.B.F.N. board also explained that as more clubs form in the north, that dividing line would move north closer to Indy. As of now that would allow us to be able to rotate lakes like Wawasee, Brookville, Monroe and possibly Geist & Morris and others in the North, and Patoka, Monroe, and Rocky point-Tanners Creek on the river in the South.  

It was also explained that when you send your Top-8 roster in this year, the address used for your club will determine what zone you will be in. That club will then STAY in that zone unless the I.B.F.N. board needs to move the dividing line due to growth

BASSMASTER WEEKEND SERIES  was then talked about. Brochures were handed out to all members and it was explained how this tournament trail would be the best in the state.

It would pay more money back to the winners, pay deeper in to the field, give a new BASS BOAT away to both boater and non-boater in the regional and a birth in the BASSMASTER CLASSIC.

Not to mention that all the events will be televised on the W.F.N. channel several times a month.

That is a BIG DEAL to your sponsors or someone wanting to get sponsors. 

ALABAMA RIG : The board informed everyone that as of today, the rig WAS LEGAL to use, but was being reviewed by the DNR and conservation officers would not write any ticket until a determination by the state was ruled upon.            

   Open discussion 

Meeting adjourned   

